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The Fierce Green Fire
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program

Congratulations to
Karen Gravely, our
2016 recipient of
the John W.
Harrington Award!

Volume 6, Issue 25
2016 Harrington Award Presented at Convocation

ENVS 101 students kayak and
collect basic water quality data
at Glendale. You can find our
water quality data at the
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream
website.

“To see a world in a grain of sand, and a
Heaven in a wildflower,
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand, And
Eternity in an hour.”
John W. Harrington, beloved Professor of
Geology at Wofford for almost 20 years,
loved this passage by William Blake and
made it come alive for his students year after
year, as he introduced them to the wondrous
dynamic world of the deep past and
shimmering present. Professor Harrington’s
style of promoting curiosity in the field and
delighting in the challenge of interpreting
observations is a guiding force of the
Environmental Studies Program that is part
of his legacy. Concepts like the “wasness of
the is,” the “cone of vision,” and the “four
critical aspects” with its questions of “what,
which, where, and how?” provide a tool kit
necessary to fully understanding an
environmental situation. The comparative
and holistic use of humanities, sciences, and
social sciences perspectives provides the
liberal arts context in which these tools are
used to define, understand, and seek
solutions to modern environmental
problems. One of John Harrington’s
intellectual heroes was geologist Charles
Lyell whose dictum was “trust reason not
authority.” John encouraged, valued and
rewarded personal insights and creative
reasoning in his students. This award in his
honor continues that tradition.

Students and teachers from Cowpens Elementary School spent the day at
the Goodall Center and Glendale Shoals on Friday.

The Harrington Award is given by the
Environmental Studies Program to the
graduating senior who embodies John
Harrington’s curiosity, creativity and
excitement for field learning, while exhibiting
high academic achievement, scholarly
promise, and intellectual and moral integrity.
We present the 2016 John W. Harrington
Award to Karen Gravely, an outstanding
student and departmental citizen with a
double major in Environmental Studies and
Government, from Pickens, South Carolina.
Creative, outspoken, curious, and passionate
about the environment, Karen has captivated
Spartanburg families through outreach
activities at the Goodall Center; while rivers,
the desert, and the mangroves have
captivated her.
Karen’s internship last summer at
Borderlands Restoration, in Patagonia,
Arizona, led to her excellent senior capstone
project in which she compared landowner
attitudes towards Pronghorn antelope in the
southwest, and elk populations re-introduced
in the Smoky Mountains.
Karen will be building trails with the
Southwest Conservation Corps in Colorado
after graduation, as she considers her path
towards graduate school and a career in
conservation policy. We know she will make
a tangible difference to wildlife, and to
people, as she literally and figuratively
changes the landscape.

1
2

The Fierce Green Fire, Vol. 6 Issue 25

May 5, 2016

Upcoming Events and Opportunities
May 6th

Student Science Research Presentation: Come and support 3 of our ENVS seniors, Zoe
Kloth, Mareli Sanchez, and Ben Thomas as they present their research! There are
seven 15 minute-presentations in Olin Teaching Theater beginning with a reception,
2:00-2:15pm.

May 6th

2016 Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System Criterium: Come out and enjoy the races
in downtown Spartanburg! The first race starts at 4:00pm. Races are scheduled
throughout the afternoon/evening with the women’s pros starting at 7:05pm and the
men’s pros at 8:30pm. Check out http://www.active-living.org/ for more details.

May 7th

Glendale Shoals River Sweep: Join us in Glendale for a clean up day on the Lawson’s
Fork. Group will meet at the Glendale Fire Department. For more information and
to sign up contact Dee Dee Mitchell: deedeemitchell@att.net.

2:00pm

4:00pm

8:00am-12:00pm

May 21st
8:00am-4:00pm

Spartanburg Water’s 5th Annual Paddle Fest: Offering tour-guided and self-guided
educational paddle tours, kayak/canoe/SUP races, beginner paddle classes, seminars,
and a paddle demo area at Lake Blalock Park, 1925 Sandy Ford Road in Chesnee.
Register at http://www.planetreg.com/E21595628178791

PROFILE OF THE WEEK:
Lund University – Sweden – LUMES Programme
Lund University in Sweden offers a 2-year
International Master’s program in Environmental
Studies and Sustainability Sciences, also known as
LUMES. Since its start in 1997, LUMES has had
600 students from 100 different countries in the
program and accepts about 40 students each year.
“The programme’s unique international,
interdisciplinary setting provides a forum for
students to work together on a broad array of
environment- and sustainability-focused topics
where students acquire invaluable insights into other

cultural and disciplinary perspectives.” Though
the program is international, it is also linked to the
facets of Swedish society that provide students
with diverse learning activities. Opportunities for
field visits and interaction during expert
presentations and lectures provide students with
real-world sustainability challenges in Sweden.
Visit http://www.lumes.lu.se/home for more
information on this program.

